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T x T'HE 


RIGHT. HONOURABLE 


And Truly Virtuous LADY 


THE 


LADY CAP ELL; 


Madam ! 


Hex I conſider the Neceſſity of 
S the great Duty of Family Prayer 
$ towards Reſtoring che Church 
co its Primitive Piety and Repu- 
WM cation ; and withall reflect upon 
= -' the wreectied Neglett of ir among 
ns, FT have often thonghr, that as'ix -deferves 
the moſt Vigorous Endeavours of the Clergy, 


ſo it needs the Authority of the Greateſt Names 
a and 


Hf 


\ 


\ 
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 Miſhed Religion, as to.make it che One the Chief Thing, 


The Dedication. 

and moſt Exemplary Virtue to Retrieve and' 

mg-it-into- Credit:--Tis--the conſideration 
of this and of the Right. that Entitles Your 
Ladiſhyp to all my Labors and' Services, which. 
makes Me Ambitious, 4s Well as bound: to- 
prefix Your Great Name to this Small Diſcourſe. 
For (23 Provideride has (phicgd Yaus Hopous 
in the higheſt Orb of our Hemiſphere, ſo'You 
Move ang Shinethere. with ſuch Exemplary Pi- 
ety and Eminent Virtue that You Enlighten and: 
Guide all about Youz ; And were YourRegular 
and Conſtant Obſervance of Family Prayer fol- 
lowed byyall oft Fitle, and Quality among us, 
*ww ould morc powerfully recommend that Day 
ty, then the moſt Pathetick Perſwaſives from 
the. Preſs or- Pulpit poſſibly could do. - And 
whilſt Your Honour dayly manifeſts ſo great 
Pzudejice and Exemplary Picty in the Manage« 
ment.of Your Family at home; and His Excel- 
lency, Your Dear Lord, ſuch Virtuous and Wiſe 
Condudt. in the Government of the great Fa-- 
mily of the Nation, and is ſo much concerned: 
for the Building and Repairing. of Churches, 
and,conſequently for. the Promotion of God's 
Service, and the Proſperity of the true Eſfta- 


Hig 


The Dedication. 

His Excellency Recommended to the Care of 
the Parliament... We have yet Great Hopes to 
ſee Piety and the Proteſtant Religion Spread and 
Floriſh in this Kingdom; and that the Auſpi- 
cious Influence of His Great Virtue and Equal 
Government will Render it in Reallity, what 
it was once in Title, An Iſland of Saints. 

That therefore You may go on ſucceſsfully, 


and live lohg in Health and Proſperity toge-- 


ther, and- this Kingdom Reyoyce as long in the 
Happy Enjoyment of You. both, is the carnecſt. 


raycr © 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhips 
moſt obedient bumble Servant: 


and Chaplain, 


Tho. Pollard: 


/ 


THE 


PREFACE 


TT 7' TW 5 


READER. 


0 T7 only the Irreligious Diſufe of Family Prayer, but 

N alſo the Difiribution of great Numbers of a ſmall Book, 
Entituled Plain Devotions for Mean Capacities, 

was the occaſion of the follewing Diſcourſe; that as his Grace 


the Arch Biſhop ef Dublin was at the Charge of Printing ſeve- by 


ral Theuſands of theſe ſmall Books of Devotion, for the uſe of 
ſuch People, who are either ſo poor that they are not able to 
provide themſelves with others, or elſe ſo careleſs. and negligent 
that they will not; that his Graces Charity and Pious Deſigns 
might not be ſruftrated, I thought it my Duty to render this 
Eharity to the Souls of Men, as effeiual as I could by fhewing 
the Neceſſity and Advantages of Family Prayer; the wefull 
neglett of which has been a greater Reproach and Loſs to out 
Religion then many Men are aware of; 1 muſt confeſs the great 
Blame or Detriment muſt be accounted for by Maſtcrs of Fa- 
milies, who are therefore the = highly Concern'd to ſee that 

ths 
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The Preface to 


this Duty be conſtantly and faithfully diſcharg'd; for the Eſta- 
bliſhed Charch has very well provided for the Saſcty axd Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls, ſo far as concerns the Publick; and 
there is nothing wanting to make us a Holy People, but the 
following her Godly Admonitions: Thus what care is taken in» 
this City, that xeither conſtant ſound Preaching, or dayly: 
Prayers, mor frequent. Sacraments, ner avy thiag that may. 
contribute to the good of Souls be emitted here? but nh 
maſt zealenſly promoted by our Good Arch Bilhep, who as 

is himſelf an Eminent Example of the Primitive Piety and Hu: 


mility, ſo he does moſt induſtriouſly endeavour to reflore it a- 


morg others : Thus how diligent and earneſt has he teen to trivg 
Piety and Virtue into Reputation, through the whole C ourſe of 
his Parochial Vifications and Confirmations by his Paternal 
Aimonitions a»d wholſom Inflruftions ? and more particu- 
{irly in this City By bis Seaſonable axd'dſeſul Charity in Fur- 
chaſing of ſuch Books as tend to the Prometion of Piety and' the 
true Religion? 'tway to this end he beſtowed many Fiundreds 
ef the late Arch Biſhop of Canterburys' Sermons Entitled A 
Perſwaſive ro Frequent Communions, avd many Hundreds 


. of his Six Sermons lately pablifſhed and bound together, with 


great numbers of rhe ſmall Books of Plain Devotions; and all 
this for the Encouragement of Piety, and to poffeſs the Minds f 
[Men. with a due ſenſe of Religiow. - And as hn Grace: has been ſo 
favouratie as to juz this ſmall Diſcourſe not altogether inpro- 
per fer that End, fo I miſt in gratitude own, that He has zot” 
enely. Encenraged the Publiſhing of it, Fut has been at the” 
Charze of the whole Falitien: Ard izdeed rhe Sutjeft, (how 
weakly ſorver managed by me,) is of that Importance, that I 
have often wondered how it has eſcaped (if it has) the learned 
Pt#»s of this 4ge ; for among all the Prattical Sutjetts, that have 
Leen ſo judicionſly and uſefully treated of by our great Divines, 
1 do nit hear of any that have projeſſedly made this their Ar-) 


gument ; 


the Reader. 


gament; tho I have enquired of many; And this Conſideratio® 
likewiſe had ſome Influence on the Publiſhing this Diſcourſe ; 
the at the ſame time I am not ignerant how Cenſorious the world 
is, and that every Man that appeareth in Print does as it were 
tye himſelf to the Stake to be baited by every one whom either 
Malice or ill Nature may ſet on; but if by expofing my ſelf, 
T can bring but one Stone towards the Rearing up of Gods Tew- 
ple, or be any way affiftant to the building up the People of God 
in Piety and a holy life, I ſhall not be diſcouraged; If any ſhall _ 
be ſo injurious as to render evil to my goed Intentions, my com- 
fort is that my Labor is with the Lord, who has declared als be 
will accept of a willing heart, and has appointed cheap Sacriff- 
ces, that the poor may nat be diſcouraged from throwing their 
Mite into the Corban, no more than Toe that ealt in of their 


Abundance. What ever it is, / have done my beft for the promot- 
ing thegreat Duty of Family Prayer; And that God may make 
it Effettnal to Engage us all to the Conftientious diſcharge of it, 
as it was the great Aim and Deſign of this Tnderiakivg, Jo & 
ball be the earaeft Prayer of | | 
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Your Humble Scrvant, 


-ERRATA.. 


'FYAge 1 Line 10 read Kolaters. 1, 1x r. ſuperſedes. p. 21.22 r. Theextent 
P p. 91. 7.r. midft. 1.20 r. midft. p. r01. 6 .r. in a mannerproper only ro. 

. Io 1.28 r. infinite, 1. 3or. infinite. p. 11 1.24 r. deyote. 1. 31. r. charge 
P- 5 OTE A 17-L260 p. 181. 31.r. and.p, 191, 7 r, me- 
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TWO 


SERMONS 


Preached at St. PETERS Church, 


On 1 Tim. 2d. Chapter, and the Sth. Verſe. 


1 will therefore that Men Pray every where, lifting 
þ holy Hands, without wrath and doubting. 


M——— 


H E very imbred notions of mere watura! Religion 
may ſufficiently inform us of the indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſſity of the great Duty of Prayer; for there hag 


been no People ſo Barbarexs, but as they always owned aGod 


and ſome fort of Religion, ſo they as conſtantly accounted 
Prayer a part of the Homage and Service that was juſtly due 
to their ſeycral Deities. 

. This great Truth is ſ@ apparent that there is neither 7em- 
ple nor Altar, neither Prieſt nor Sacrifice, but is a demonſlrati- 
on of it, and the praCtice even of the blindeſt Idolatorsrenders 
it ſo evident, that it ſuperſecds the neceſſity of an Inſtance. 

Now St, Paul who in the 7th. v. tells us, Fe was Ordain: 
ed the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, takes ſpecial cars to m_—_ 
B this 
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| (2) 

this piece of Natura! Religion in both Fews and Gentiles by 
this Apoftolical Canen in the words of my Text : 7 wil there- 
fore that men pray, Gc | 

The word (Therefore) having relation to the Verſe pre- 
ceding, I ſuppoſe the Senſe of the Apeftle may bez to this 
purpoſe. , 

By vertue of this my Apeftolical Charge and Funftion, I do 
. will and ordain that men do not confine their Devetion, 2s 
did the Fews to Feruſalem, or any other Place, but that as 
Occaſion offers and Duty requires, they Pray every where, in 
all Places, looking not ſomuch to thoſe outward Cireumfan. 
ces, as. to the Inward Devotion of the Heart, that ns the 
Fews.took care to waſh their Hands before they did Approach 
their Altars , ſoit ſhould be the chief concern of all Chriftiavs, 
ragndeayour that Perity.thereby ſignified, to lifſtup holy bands 
and hearts unto God, and always to Pray in Holineſs, Charity 
and Faith, | 

This is the ſenſe of the Apoſtle. 

In which words theſe three Particulars are contained. 

Firſt, A Duty enjoyned, and that is Prayer, I will that 
Men Pray. 

- Secondly, that extent of this Duty, as to-Place; Fvery 
where, i:e: in all Places, where either Opportunity offers, or 
Neceſlity requires: For I ſuppoſe, this Apoſtolical Canon muft 
bs confined with the ſame Limitations, with other genera! Pre- 
cepts; ſuch as Pray without ceafigg, men ought always to pray, 
&c. which are as extenſive in reſpe& of Time, as this is of 
Place; and yet cannot be wnderſtood according tothe utmotlt 
Extent-of their Signification ; that was an ancient Hereſy and 
condemn'd by the Church as an unreafonable Enthuſiaſm. 

Thirdly, Here arc the qualifications of the Perſons that 

 rauft Pray, Liſting wp holy hands,” without wrath and doul ting 

As to the. Firſt ot theſe, the Dary Enjoyn'd, which is- 
Prayer; *cis not. my Defign in this D//cevrfe; to infilt either up- 
| | On 


o 
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LY 
(3) 
on the Nature, the Neceſſity, the Advantages, or the ſeve- C 
- ral Parts or Diviſions of Prayer, in general: Theſe are heads 
frequently Treated of among us; but my Chiet Deſign ar pre- 
ſent, is to treat of Family Prayer, and that with all the plain» 
neſs the Nature of the Subje&t does require: A duty that needs 
preſſing on the Conſciences of men; for I ſcar 'tis very much 
neplettcd by the Generality of People among us; and yet 3s 
Neceſſary to promote Piety, Religion, and Vertue, inthe world, 
as moſt that I can think on. 

And this I Suppoſe may be properly enough reduced to 
the Second head of this Diſcourſe, the extent of this Duty as 
ro Place, I will that men Pray every where 

Which ſure muſt be extended<o our Families, a8 well as 
our Charches, and our Cloſets : there being many reaſons to 
induce us ſo to do. 

And in treating of Family Prayer, I ſhall ſhew you ; Firſt, 
the Obligation to ir. 

Secondly, the Advantages. of it; both which being made 
eut, I hope ir may contribute ſomthing to the Reviving and 
Encouraging this ſo much Neglected, and yet ſo Neceſſary and 
Profitable a Duty. 

As to the Obligation to Family Prayer, tho we do not 
find any expreſs pofitive Command, yet the .holy Scriptures 
do abound with as many General Precepts as do ſufficient- 
ly imply ir. . 

And theſe are ſo Explain'd and Corroberated by the Prag: 
tice and Examp'e of holy. men in all ages, as, (I. think,) AR 
leave us not room to doubt of the obligation ro the Duty: | 
Eſpecially if we will take that for an Obligation in this Caſe , 
which we do in otherg of the like Nature, as in that 
of Infant Baptiſm, the Obſervation of the Lords Day, Ec. 

In which ſome general Expreſſions ia Scripture, and thoſe 
Confirmed by the Conſtant Prafice of the Church ' which is 
the beſt Commentary in ſuch caſes) are Generally looked 


up; 


? 


\ 
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'upon as ſufficient Authority to eſtabliſh the Obſervation both 


of the one and the. other. And I am ſure there are more pe- 
neral Precepts, and theſe'more full and extenſive in Relati- 
on to Prayers, then can be produced in the favour of either 
of the former. * | 

Thus we find the X/ely Spirit ſo ſull, ſo general, and fo ear: 
neſt in the Preffing of this holy Duty, as evidently Demon- 
ſtrates both the Neceſſity and Excellency of it. 
; Thus we are Commanded tos Pray always; to Pray without 
ceaſing; to continue Inſtant in Prayer; te watch unto Prayer 
with all perſeverance; to labour fervently in Prayer; in every 
thing by Prayer and Supplication to let our Requeſts be made” 
Known wnto God; to ftrive inPrayer; Night and Day Praying 
Exceedingly; and here in my Text, ts Pray every where. And 
ifall theſe, and many more, do not include, and are not ſuffi- 
cient to Enforce the Obligation of Family Prayer, what will 
become of nfaxt Baptiſm, the obſervationof the Chriſtian Sab. 
bath, ind ſome other thingsas Generallyreceived inthe Chri/ts- 
an Church» Eſpecially fince this Religious PraQtice is recom- 
mended to us by the\ Examples of holy men in all ages ; the 
memory of manFol whom,.to their never dying honour, is 
recorded in Holy Scripture, for theirReligious Care and Con-- 
du in their Famzlzes. | 

Thus when the EHoly Ghoſt ſpeaks of Abraham, as of the 
mighty Prince, from whom a great & mighty Nation, and even 


the Savieur of Maxkind, in whom all the Nations of the 


Earth ſhould be bleſſed, was to Deſcend, he Afſcribes this as 
the Reaſon of rhis Extraordinary Honour ; for / Knew bim 
(ſairh God) that he wi Comman his, Children, and his heuſe- 
beld aſter him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do Juſ- 
tice and Judgment, 18. Gen: 18: 19 :. "Twas becauſe God 
Knew him that he would not onely keep up the Worſhipand 
Fear of Ged in his own Family; but would make it his great 
Care io haye it Propagated in Succeeding Generations. 4 


w_—_ 


| Reſolution, on much the ſame account too, But as for me and 


God tor himſclt and his whole Houſehold. 


. wnto God? And he that Neglects the dayly pertormance of this 


d 


| (5) | YN 
And 2s honorable mention is made of Tots Brave ' $ 


wy. bouſe we will ſerve the Lord, 24.Joſh: 15: What ever the 
Jews ſhould reſolve on, he has Determined, that himſelf and 
all under his immediate Care and CondatF, ſhould be punctu; 
al and conant in the , ſervice of the Lord. 

"Tis a received Opinion that every man in hisown houſe is 
a King, Vrieſt and Prophet, and inthe firſt Agesof the world, 
thzir Authority was more viſible in the Execution of thoſe ſe- 
veril Ofices, then in more diſtant times : Foſpuah was Reſoly- 
ed to alicrt his Authberity in each, and therefore he Engages to 


And flill there remains fo much of this Primitive Power 
in every Maſter of a Family, as to reader him accountable to 
God, it he neglets his Duty to thera in any of theſe Reſpetts, 
(#: e.) in the juſt Government as a Xing, in the neceflary In- 
ſtruction as a Prophet, or the conſtant offering up the Sacri- 
fice of Prayers and Praiſes in his Family as a Prieft. 

For the Office ot a Prie/t was to offer Sacrifice, and what 
Sacrifice can the Chriſtian Maſter ofter in his Family, but the 
Sacrifice ot Praiſe & Thanksgiving, the devoting ot themſelves, 
Sou's and Bodies to be a reaſonable, hly, and lively Sacrifice 


1s nottrue to his 7:«/t; tor as God has made him a Prieſt and 
Ruler over his Houſehold, ſo he expeRs that he thouid give 
them, as their meat and drink, fo their ſpiritual food and nou» 
riſhment in due ſeaſon : And he that fails in this Duty, Chri 
has acclared that God will cut biſh aſunder, and appornt him bis 
portion with the Hypocrites, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth. 24 : Math: 51. We read likewite what a linguiar 
kindneſs God had for Cornelius upon this very account, how 
he honoured him with an extraordinary viſion, With the Em- 
baſſy ot an Ange/, to aſſure him 1n what kind Remembrance - 
' his Prayers and his Als were had before God, to dirctt him in 
C the 


— 


\ (63 
| ? the right way to Heaven, and ſhew him what further Improve: 


ments he ſhould make that he might attain Eternal Life. 


Care and concern for this perſon, that was not yet a Convert 
to the Chriſtian Faith ? 

The Text tells us, *ewas becauſe he was a devout man, aud 
exe that feared God with all his houſe, and gave much Alms to 
whe People, and Prayed to God always. 10 Aﬀts. 2. 

And becauſe he lived up to the Lr1ght God had Bleſs'd him 
With, and was fo carcful to plant the Fear of God in the hearts 
bf all that appertain'd to him, God vouchfates unto him larg- 
cr, and even miraculous Diſcoveries of the myſtery of Gedli- 
e/5, and of the things that pertain ro eternal life. Accord- 
10g to the Obſervation of the Pſalmiſt, The ſecret of the Lerd 
is with them that fear him, and he wiil ſhzw them his Covenant, 
25 Pſalny: r4. R 

*Twas much thus the Church of Chrift was gather'd inthe 
begining, when every man wis zzalous to convert and build 
up his Family in the Faith of the Holy Jeſus, when every 
Chriſtians houſe was a Chapfel tor Depetion , an Oratory or 
Santuary Dedicated to.the ſervice of God, in the Holy Offi. 
ces.of Prayers and Religion ; and therefore properly enough 
Saluted by St. Paul, by the name of the Church zx their houſe ; 
and as Theopbila oblerves, for this very reaſon; even be- 

ys cauſe of the great Care and Condutt of the Maſter of the Fa- 
wy in Converting all co the Faith, and training them up in 
the ways of Piety and veriyvg; ſo that every Family is the 
Chucch of Chriſt in #p:tome, and the whole Church is but 
the great Family of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
And the Ficl? and beft Chrittians whoſe Extraordinary 
Piety made {uch large and early Conqueſls over the Hea- 
then wor!d, and cenverted rhem . from their groſs Idolatry 
and Immc:alities to the Receontion of the holy faith, were ſo 
punRual it al Family Reſigter, Lnar ancient. Writers tell - 
\ tat 


And what was the reaſon that God had this particular 
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that they had the third, the Gxth, and the ninth hours con- 
tantly ſet apart for Family Prayer and Devotions, and whe- 
thcr they did eat or drink, or whatever they did, they did all 
to the Glory of Ged, always opening and ſhutting up the day 
with Prayers and Thank:givings; nay fo Zeatous were they 
in the begining, that they were wont t@ rile at midnight to 
Pray and Sing Hymns untoGod. Thus conſtant and ardent 
was the Primitive Piety and Devotion. 

And all this Care and Cencery for our Families is no 
more then the nature of our Duty does oblige us to, all un- 
der cur Cure and Government being a 7ruſt committed to us 
by Providence, of which God will be ſure to Exatt an account 
ot us; And if we ſuffer any of them tomiſcarry and be undon 
for Ever through our miſmanagement and neg/ea, we ſhall, 
and that for very good reaſon, in the great day of Retribution, 
find our worſt exemies and accuſers to be thoſe of our own 
houſe, whom we have neglected ro Train up in the fear of 
God, and in the Principles of Chriſtianity, whom we have per: 
mitted to lead Irreligious and Licentious Lives, by not ob- 
liging them to conſtant Family Devotions, whereby the Fear 
of God and the ſenſe of Duty and Religion might be always 
kept freſh upon their ſouls, and ſhould be the great Princi- 
ple that ſhould govern and preſerve them in all their ways, 
and then our Gui/t and Puniſhment will be ſo much the great- 


er, by how much we live under greater obligations to take 
Care of them. 
Now what ſecurity can Governours of Families generally have 


that their Children & Servants uſe any Devetions to God at all ? 
what aſſurance can they have that they ever ſay their Prayer:, 
where Family Prayers totally neglected? we are furcall do nor, 
nor eaſily canattend the publick Prayers of the Church; and as for 
their own private Devotions,they arc too olten,and (I {car) with 
many altogether ſupp!anted, either through the ſloth and JIr- 
religion of ſome, or the buſinels and Civerfions of others : And 
| what : 


| (8) 
what a fad thing is it to have a houſehold «that have not thz 
leaſt Fear of God before their Eyes! whereas he that has con- 
ſtant Prayers in his houſe, and takes care that his whole Fs 
mily be preſ:ntat them, is ſure to preſerve ſome ſeaſe of Re- 
ligion among them, and is certain that his Charge does nor 
expoſe themſelves tothe Dangers and Temptations of the 
world, without begging his Prozed7ion, who alone is able to 
preſerve them from evil. | 

Bur on the other hand he that alcogerher , negledts this 
Duty, may (for ought he knows) have tome under his charge, 
thar live as it were without God in the world, without cither 
ewning Dependaxce on him, or begging ſupport and Preteti- 
on trom him. ; 

* And what a dreadful Cry wiil thoſe raiſe againſt him at 
the laſt day! and what an aggravation of Guilt and Puniſh- 
ment will ic be, when his Children and Servants ſhall lay all 
their miſcarriages at his door ! ſhall require therr blood ar his 
hands crying tor vengeance againſt hin: ! alas then how will 
he be confounded with ſhame, and prief, and fcar ! how will 
he hide his guilty head, and in vain call to the b://s &r moun- 
tains to cover him ! whenthey ſhall declare before God, An- 
gelsand Men, thar his not Refiraining them, his not Keeping 
them to their Duty, was the reaſon they had thrown off all 
fear of God, and conicquently were to be miſerable to all E- 


rei nity. 

_ It en the account we muſt one day make for our Chil. 
Cren, Who are a natural parc of our ſelves, and for our Ser- 
vants, who by the Laws of God and Man, are commited ro 
cur Care, can any ways oblige us; we fee what e4/igation lics 

" upon us, Morning and Evening every day, to Adarels to the 
Trove of Grace with our whole Families, ro beg thoſe things 
thir are neceffary for us, both in relation to this Life and 
tha: which is to come. 

i, And this brings me to the Second thing I propoſed to be 
| | Treated 
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Treated of: To ſhew you the Advantapes of Family Prayer. 
And in this place we might juſtly inſiſt on all the great 
things thatare ſpoken of the Power & Prevalency of Prayer in 
general; the Promiſes that are made to Prayer, being cqually 
applicable ro Family Devotions; as to other Prayer, Chriſt 
having aſſured us that where two or three are met trgether in 
tis name he will be in the mideſt of them: Andthe Pſalmiſt 
does declare that the Lord is nigh te all them that call upon 
him in Truth, he will Jalfl the Defire of them that fear him, he 
. will alſs hear their cry and will ſave them, 145 Plal: 18,19. v. 
Here then I might ſhew that Prayer is the Ladder by 
which we climb up to the Throne of Grace, to acquaint God 
with our wants and deſires, and that on the ſame Ladder 
the holy Angels deſcend with help and aſſiſtance; this is the 
true Interpretation of Faco#'s Viſion, there is nothing ſo pre- 
valent with God as the earneſt and holy Devetions of pious 
ſouls, they arc the beſt ProteCtion, and the greateſt ſecurity a- 
gainſt the wrath of God, the malice of the Devil, and the 
miſcheivous Deſignes of wicked men: Fervent Prayer will 
make us more then Conquerors amideſt all our Dangers and 
our Enemies ; the time would fail me to give you Inſtances 
in cach of theſe particulars; and much more ſhould I enlarge 
on all the wonderſul Eftes of holy & devout Prayers, which 
the Holy Ghoſt it ſelf has taken care to Record for our En- 
couragement © the conſtant practice of this ſo divine and 
prevailing method, that God has preſcribed for the Son 
of Men, to hold as it were at Extercourſe and Corre/ſpon- 
dence With Heaven, how that he is plcaſed ro bow 
the Heaven and came down with helpand deliverance; and ar 
the requeſis of his holy ſuppliants, to open and ſhut the win. 
dows of Heaven, to remove Diſeaſes and reſtore Health, to 
ſubdue Sin and beſtow Grace, to yanquiſh God's and the 
Churches Enemies; in a word, to become all things unto all 
people according to their ſeveral way?s and xecefties, 
7 Qi 
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But becauſe my deſign is to recommend and enpage you, 
- if poſſible, ro the pertormance of Family Prayers, I ſhall con- 
fine my ſclf. | _ 

And altho, all the forementioned Advantages are com? 
mon to Family wich other Devotions, T ſhall infiſt onely on 
thoſe Advantages that are proper to Family Prayers; i. e. in 
reſpett of the general Influence they have upon all -people. 

The Firſt oftheſe I ſhall mention is, that the con(tanr per- 
formince of this Duty i3 an excellent means and of genera In- 
fluence to keep the fear of God, and the juſt ſence of Religion 
freſi upon the minds of all thoſe that are conſtant in it and 
preſent at it. h 

For ſome define Prayer to be -Ouniz 75: ro tity a converſing 
or diſcourſing of the Soul with God. *Tis certainly an clevati- 
on of the Soul-ro God, whereby we do expreſs our manifold 
wants and -miſeries, and own our conſtant and entire De- 
pendence on that Infinite Fountain of Goodneſs for the Relief 
of chem, fixing our Thoughts and Contemplations on the 
divine Per{eftions of the tremendous Majeſty of. Heaven; and 
it ever we approach him- as we ought, we muſt Addreſs his 
Throne wich the humbleſt and moſt devout Acknowledg- 
ments of his hol y Attributes, of his Sovereignty and Power, of 
his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, of his Goodneſs and Mercy, 
and ina word of every Perfefion that may encourage a poor 
humble Supplianc, deeply ſenſible of his wants and milexies, 

Addreſs to-the Throne of Grace, in Faith and full aſſurance, 
that God will hearand gratifie him in the Grant of theſe Re- 
queſts, that God im his infinit wiſdom ſees fit ſor him; And 
can any man approach the-Throne of God, 'with the jult ſenſe 
of theſe awſul and Infinit perſeQions, and not be ceeply pof: 
feſt with the fear of this Excellent and Tremendous Majeſty ? 
can he chuſe but entertain the nobleſt ſentiments of God and 
Religion? but ſure it is impoſſible to maintain a juſt RFverence 
of God without theſe holy Addreſſes ; fo that there-is a N's 


tural, 
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tural, as well as Moral Efficacy in Prayers rightly addreſt;. to 
keep the Fear ef God and the ſenſe of Religion freſh upon the 
Souls of all thoſe that duely perform them. 

Nay our very Prayers themſelves arc ſo many Obligations 
to Virtue and Holineſs, for when we come to Corſeſs our (ins 
. *tisnot to tell a melancholly ſtory, or becauſe we believe 
God ignorant of our miſcarriages; but. ro humble our ſelves 
{or them and to renounce and abjure them for ever; or other- 
wiſe to Confeſs would be the deepeſt Hypocriſy, or which is 
worſe to Glory in our ſhame. "Y 

When we pray to God for Grace and Strength to enable 
us to walk in his ways and to ſerve him in holineſs of life, if 
we are ſericus and in earnueft, we declare our Reſolutions of 
doing ſo, and our Reguefs become our Fows and Engage- 
ments to pertorm it. 

And again when we praiſe God, and mag#ify his great 
and holy name for his unſpeakable Glory and Goodneſs, "tis 
not to make the ſorry Offer of the calves of our Lips, much - 
leſs to flatter the Majeſty of Heaven,but to i»flame our hearts 
with his /ave, and to breath out our Souls, as a Sacrifice of 
Gratitude, by. offering up our Selves to his ſervice, and by 
walking before him in Holineſs and Rizhteouſneſs all our days? 
and indeed the whole Duty is but a kind of Fealty and Z2o- 
mge whereby we devout our ſelves unto God. 

But perhaps you will ask, ſince this is an Advantage com- 
mon to all Devotions how come I to appropriate ic to Fami/, 
Prayer ? | 
— T anſwer by granting that it is the advantage of all Prayers 
rightly and conſtantly addreſt ro God ; butthen you mull re- 
member that where Family Prayer is not maintained, we can: 
not be ſure but ſome of our charg may neglett all Prayer, 2nd 
we know by ſad experience that the generality of people are 
not ſo conſtant in their Devotigns; the Servantsof a Family (as 
I hinted before) can't eaſily attend the Pallick; and cither 
ſloth . 
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Noth or buſineſs, or negligence, or irrelipgion makes them ton 
oſten omit their private Prayerr; and it they go to Church once 
on a Lords day (which is commonly as oftcn as ſome of them 
can be ſpared ,and oftner then others of them uſe to do) and re- 
ccive there ſome Impreſſionsof Yirtxe and Religion ; yet theſe 
for want of being cheriſh'd and renew'd by thefrequent Ad- 
, | .Ddreſſing our ſclves to the Throne of Grace, and fo filling our 
minds with the juſt Apprchenſion of God and his Holy Atri- 
bates, are apt to wear off and languiſh at leaſt, and ſo bring 

torth no fruit unto Helineſs and Perfettion. 

But when the Morning and Evening Sacrifice of Prayer is con- 
ftantly offer'd up in the Family; all theſe holy Impreſſions are 
water'd and cheriſhed with the dew of Heaven, till they 
Ering forth much fruit, they are in every devout Prayer new 
{ramprt upon the Soul, and they leave a deep and laſting /m- 

f preſſion there, ſo that the fear of God is kept freſh and lively 

upon the minds of the Family. And therefore Tlook upon this 

advantage as in a manner proper to Family Devotions and In- 

firuſtions, at leaſt in reſpe of the generallity ; becauſe it cary'c 

ba ſo eaſily and generally attain'd withour ir. Burt where 

this Duty is conſcientiouſly obſerved, there the fear and love 

of God do commonly demonſtrate themſelves in the boly and 

' religious lives both of Children and Servants, as was to be 

ſeen in the Family of Abraham, then whom ſcarce any man 

had ever a more Putifu! Son, or more faithful Servant; wit- 

neſs the Submiſſion of 7/aac, when he was about to be Sacri. 

ficed, and the Care and Faithſulneſs of E/zezer in Serving his 

Maſter, and the pains he was at in providing a Wife for his Ma- 
ſters Son. 

"Tis a moſt undoubted Truth, thereis nothing can give Ha- 
fters or Parents fo great ſecurity-for the Dutifalneſs of Chil- 
drew,and the Fidelity of Servants, as the Fear of God,and a true 
ſenfe of Religion; which cannot eaſily be maintain'd in any 

. Family, where the Duty of Family Prayer is altogether neglect- 
ed. Secondly, 
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- Secondly, Another Advantage of Family Prayer is the 
procuring and drawing down the Bleſſings of God, aa 


both Spiritual and Temporal upon the Families whereMiguſcd. 
. For Spiritual Graces are: not diſpenced' like. the common 
Bleſlings of Sun and Rain, wherher Men deſire them or no. 

But they muſt be carneſtly and humbly ſought for, if we 
expect to obtain them: For Chriſt has nor oblig'd himſelf to 
give unleſs we ask, nor promiſed that we ſhall find unleſs we 
ſeek. And, it is our greateſt Honour as well as our higheſt 
Intereſt, to have Acceſs to God in all; our wants and ditficul- 
ties ; who has declared, 7hat he will honour thoſe that honour 
him, and deſpiſe thoſe that lightly regard him. 

As ſure all do, that do not look upon him,as the fountain 
from whence all thcir Bleſſings are derived; and by conſtant 
Application! to him, own their .intice dependance on him for 
them. — | 
Grace is the ſpecial, and one'of the diftinguiſhing Gifts 
of God. And he does not_ caſt ſuch Pearl before Swine, that 
neither ſeck them, nor regard them. 

And the. BleſſingafGod is as neceſſary toour Temporal as 
. our Spirituzl weltaze, and therefore the Pfalmiſt does aſſure 
| Bs, that #t 45-wainto:riſe wp early and go to bed Yate, and cat 
the bread of cares and ſorrows, unleſs God pives a Bleſſing 
to our Endeavours. 

Gods Providence Governs and Ovyer-Rules all humane Af- 
fairs, and therefore he muſt nor be leſt /qut jn a buſineſs tha 
ſo wholly. depends upon him, that whoſoever, plants or waters, 4 
'tis healone mult give the Increaſe. 

As whole Families ſometimes are engaged in the ſame buſi- 
neſs and deſigns, ſo very often they labour under the ſame 
Afflitions-and Calamities: To be ſure they have the ſame 
Graces to Pray. for, and many ofthe ſame Sins to confeſs and 
beg. Pardon for; and+therefore as their Interefls are unired, 
ſo ſhould their Spiricual forces, their Prayers be, Zelping to- 

| = gether 
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re by their joynt Prayers and Supplications to #3ajy the 
Bleſſing. | 

And were we throughly convinc'd of the neceffity of Gods 
favouring-our Defigns;-and did ſet « juſt Eftimite on his'Bleſ 
ſing, we thould net feil, fo often as we do; by fervent and 
= united Prayers ro-engape his favour and Prorettion.” 

If we need Family Bleſſings, why ſhould we be wanting in 
our Family Devotions 2 1s not Geds Favour worth the Pray- 
ing for? or do we beleive that -God is bound ro proſtitare 
his mercies to theſe that ' do not fo much as defire them; or 
will not be at the puins-ro ask them? his 4s not Gods uſu- 
al method : but he has declared that he will be. found of rhoſe 
that ſeek him, and that be will draw nigh to thefe that call apon 
him fairhfully,and that where two or three are met together in his 
name be is in thi mideht of them. oY OE, 

So that we have all reaſon to believe. that the /e>ver? 
weittd Prayers of the Righteous will avail 'mnch in drawing 
down the Blefings of - Heaven upon a Family. 

Where this ſweet /rcenfe is duly 4ſcending, there the Ref 
3g and ane exo receey wen efce ding in Anſwer 
£0 the joynt Prayers of h&'kely Supplianfg7 7 ooo 

So that- if we do. believe that the "DivinePtoyidence' is 
congerned in the management of the World, It we have any 
Regard tothe Bleſſing and Afliſtance of Heaven, 'tis certainly 


our Honour and nreral? 5 well 'ay'onr Duty to have conftanc 
ecourſe to God, ard in every thing by Prayers and” Supplica- 
tons. with Thanksgiving 1» Yet our RequeRs br rhade now un; 

to kim. 4. Phil: 6. | 
Thirdly, T1 am perſwaded that the conflant obſervance of 
Family Prayers will go a great way im Reforming this wick, 

ed and degenerate Ape. Hit * 

We have already: feen the 4ptirnde'of Prayers, not onely 
to Plant, but toCkeriſh the Fear of Goal and the ſenſe of Reli- 
2-08 in the minds of Men; And I have withall intimated 
unto. 
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unto You, that unleſs the Goveryour of a Family does take 

me Care, taat ail under his Charge do meet together at 
Family Prayers, how probable it is, that many of them may 
torally neglect that Duty, and live as it were without Gerd in 
the world: Anditi ſo'tis no wander we have ſo many diſebe- 
cient Children, and wicked Servants; *tis ne wonder that 
ſuch people are given up ro all Licentiouſneſs, and that the 
world is over-run with wickedneſs and prophanels. 

Now in all likelihood, one of the beſt Cures for this Ge- 
neral Depravation, next every ones care to cleanſe his owr 
heart and reform himſelf, would be ro take care of his Fa- 
ily, to Inflrudt them well in the Principles of Religion, and 
ro keep them conſtant to the werſhip of God in their ſeveral 
houſes. 

This Method in all likelihood would have a kindly Influ? 
ence on theſe, whom the Publick Miniftry cannot ſo eafl: 
ly afteRt by reafon of their unfrequency at it, and their un- 
preparedneſs for it. 

*Tis vain for us then to exclaim againft the wikedneſs of 
the Age, when we will not be at the pains.ro begin a Refor- 
mationat our own Femilics, hardly at our Se/ves. 

Burt were that breath beſtow'd in hearty Prayers that we 
ſpend in fruitleſs murmuring and complaining, did we ls y out 
that care and thoughtſuineſs in managing our Famz/es to 
Gods Glory,that we looſe in vain refleftions and exclamarions 
on the Corruptnels of the Aze, {which yer we help to LEY 
worſe by our own wretched Negligence and Irreligion) we 
might hope to fee a more general Reformation, and that theſe 
Young Plants, which arc io tenderly water'd and cheriſhed 
with the dew of Heaven in the Relipjous Nurſeries of our 
Houſes, weu!d at length grow intortall Trees; that would nor 
only Support, but Adorn the Houſe of God, and bring forth 
much {5uit. unto Ffolineſs, | 


AS 
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_ As the Charch is the great and publick Family of Chriſt, 
and is compoſed of many private ones, ſo if theſe private 
Families are well Inſirufted in Religion and encourag'd inthe 
conſtant and devout worſhiping of God, they will at once 
compoſe and adorn the-Church of Chriſt ; and not only pri- 
4 vate Maſters of Families themſelves; but the whole State 
would ſhare in the Advantages of their Devout and Religi- 
ous Educations. | 

And indeed if men had any juſt concern for themſelves 
and their own welfare, they would not neglet their Famz- 
lies; For as the Learned and Ingenious Biſhop £all has ob- 
ſerued, He that fits at the common Stern cannot diſtinguiſh be- 
tween his own ſafety and his Veſſels : Both drown at once, or at 
ence ſalute the Flaven. 
| -I muſt confeſs it we faithſully diſcharge our Duty to our 
D Families, tho they | periſh, yet we may deliver our own 
Souls, but if they periſh through our neglef, what ever 
Care we take of our own Souls, we muſt be anſwerablc for 
theirs; they ſhall periſh in their Iniquity, but God will re- 
quire their blood at our hands. 

For what will it avail us to be frequent and attentive in 
hearing, conſtant and fervent in Praying, zealous and devour 
11 Recciving the Holy Sacrament, when in the mean time we 
negle& our Familzes, ſuffer them to perſevere in all forts of 


Licentionſneſs and Irreligion and take no care to diſcharge 
> Duties to them, Which every, of thoſe holy Offices 


Alritly oblige us to perform? [to what end do-we make ſuch 
warm pretentions to Religion, when we live in the conſtanc 
nepleCt ef ſo neceſſary a part of it? this is to be partial in our 
obedience, and itis not toſerye God with all our heart and 
all our ſtrength. 

And beſides the conſtant and regular diſcharge of this Du- 
ty will tea good Method to conyert Sinners, a$ from the 
Error ofthcir Ways, ſo of their Judgment too. - 

'Tis 
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+ Tis 66 tfualwith many of usts6 Admit Perſond of die: 
rent Faiths and Perſwaffons into our Families, and when we 
do ſo (which is not very adviſable where ethers can be bad) 
charity to their Souls will ##/77e us to do what We en rd 
Cute them, of their Frror and their gnorance, to bring 
home thoſe ſtraying Shlicep unts Chrifts Fold, and to train 
them up in the r:gh7 way. Now theſe people, as indeed few 
others, are ſeldom prevail'd upon by dint of Argument ; be- 
cauſe the Art and Dexterity 6f Leatried Men may Dreſs up 
Error fo very like Trath, that it will ticed # ſounder Judg- 
ment ahd an acuter Wir, than the petierallity of men arg 
Maſters of, todiſtinguiſh the 6nc from the other; And there- 
fore People are apr to ſuſpe&t their own weatreſs,cather than 
their cauſe, forne Extraordinary Art in the Argaer or ſome 
Fallacy in the Argument, tither than any Error in their Per: 

ſwaſon; and this Method'is likely to add but few to the 

Church. | 

But when they- ſee us ſerious and conſtant in our Devor#- 
ons, Holy and Exemplary in our Lives and Converſations, 
this will wear of - their Prejadices 6 our holy Religion, and 
in time ſo powerfully recommend it to'their Afettions aid 
good Opinion, that they will expect to find 7ruth there, 
where they ſee ſo much Prety and Yirtue ; This is the Faſli- 
eft and moſt Effeftual way geritly tos diſpel thoſe Errors, 
which other merbods commonly refider more obflivate. 

; Innocency and a conſtant- ſincere Piety have 
Charms in them 'ewas by the Power of theſe char Chriltfani-- 
ty Conquerd the Heathen world in the begining, and'chus 

it will in time tod vanquiſh its greateſt Enemics and Oppo. 
ſers. " 

Bur'if Strangers and Aliens to our Faich obſerve us regard- 
lefs-of our' God and our Relig7on, *rwill make them much 
more regardleſs: for who can have any preat value for thar 
Faith which hath ſo little. influence on its own Profeſſors. $ 
| | 5 EOS F What 
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- What is commonſy-pretended in Ex&uſe bf the Negle& off 
this Daty, is either want of [Time or Ability to Perform it 
Both which Excuſes are very Z-»/eemly in the mouth of a 
Chriſtian, and-will avail nothing before God. | 

For Firſt, To pretend want of 7ime, when fo very little of 
it will ſerve, and we throw away ſo much of it in the folly 
of ſin, the vanities of the world, and in Ceremonious, and 
to ſay no worle, Impertinent Viſits, is all one as to declare 
that God who giyes us all our Time, deſerves not the leaſt 
ſhare of it himſelf, and that the ſmalleſt Portion ofir ſpent in 
his ſervice, in begging his Pardon: and deſiring his Grace is 
look'd upen as loſt time and labour, and that they may imploy 
it to much better. purpoſe either in their Buſineſs or Diverti. 
ons : For they in effect. declare that they have not 7:me to 
throw away inſuch Trifles as ſecuring Gods.Faverr and Pre- 
zefipn here, and. Heaven herealter. But ſure when thoſe 
Irreligious wretches come to dye, or enter upon a vaſt Erer- 
nity, they will be (th& teo late) ſenfible of their ungratetul 
folly, and would giveall the world (were. it in their Power) 
to redeem a-few of theſe: precious Opportunities, they have 
eitherneglecd or miſpent. | 

The old Proverbxells us thatPrayer and Provender never 
hinder a Journey, we are ſure Prayer was never any hin- 
drance to any honeſt undertaking. 


. And did people really belieye and ſeriouſly conſider of 
gets mighty /mportancethe Favour and Protetion of God was . 


- 


- 


in all our Coxcerns, they-would not think that quarter of an 
hour ill ſpent which was jmployed in'calling our Families 
together, in imploring the Bing of Ged upor-our Endear 
wours, and begging all things thatare neceſſary both tor. our 

Souls.or. Bodies: " | 
And as vain is it to-pretend want of 4##:fy to perform 
this important Duty, ſince there are ſo many good Books of 
Rceyotion extant, Which, if the Fa/ter,. or any of the Family 
Can 
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canread; Will eaſily ſupply this Defet, I ſuppoſe ſew” Fa- 
milies are without a Common Prayer Book, and in that are 
Prayers very proper on this Occaſion. But if any are ſo poor 
(for.I. will ſuppoſe none ſo coverous) as not to be able to 
reach the purchaſe of one of theſe, the Clergy of Dx4/x out 
of ajuſt Compaſſion to theſe poor Creatures, a deep ſenſe of 
the neceſſity of this Duty,and a malencholly apprehenſion of 
the wotul neglect of it, have ſet forth a ſmall Book, (many 
hundreds of which his Grace the Arch Biſhop of Dublin, out 
of his great Charicy and Tenderneſs to the Souls of the Poor, 
has paid for, and ſent them to the ſeveral Minifters of this 
City, together with ſome other very good and uſeful Books, 
to be Diltributed among poor Houſekeepers, and ſuch as are 
likely to make the befi uſe of them,) and this ſmall Book 
will clearly take off thisobjeQtion, and ſupply them with 
Fjaculations and Prayers upon mv@ occafions, and withall 
.render them inexcuſable, if they neglect ſo fair an opportunity, 
. and are fonderof raiſing Cavi/sthan diſcharging their Duty and 
if there are any Famzilier wherein none can read,they mult be 
at the pains to learn- ſome of theſe without book, that ſo 
neceſſary and important. a Duty, as the worſhiping of Ged in 
our Families, may not be neglefed by any that call .them- 
ſelves Chriſtzaxs. 
. Andthat in the laſt day, when they muſt give anaccount 
of their Steward(hip, they may. not ſtand charged with the 
fins of their Famz/ies, for not giving them their Spiritual F ma 
6 and Inſtructions in due Seaſon. | 
Thirdly, the laſt particular contained inthe words. Is the 
Qualifications and Diſpefitions of. theſe. that muſt Pray, 
Liſting up holy hands, Sc: 
I have ſpent ſo much time in-proſecution of the former 
heads, that I ſhall not detain you long with theſe. | 
The Firſt Qualification then' here mentioned. is Holineſs, . 
Lifting up-holy bands. = | 
'Tis. 
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. "Tis an expreſſion that has ani alluſion ts > CuſtomL 
mong the Jews, who uſed conſtantly to waſh before Pray- 
ers; to this cuſtom likewiſe the Pſalmiſts alludes, in theſe 
words, 7 will waſh my hands in Innotency, and fo will I cympaſs 
thine Altars,: And indeed purity of heart and ations is the 
thing ſignified ia both places. "Which, as it is neceſſary by 
way, of Pattern and Example to his Family, ſo it is no lefs a 
neceſſary Qualification in every worſhiper of rhe moſt, holy 
God, and God fo ſtriftly requires ir, that we find he rejects 
the moſt ſolemn Servzces for the want of it : Thus he demands 
of his own People 7s what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sa- 
erifices ? and declares that for this reaſon, their moſt religi- 
ous performances were a trouble to him, and that he was weary 
to bear them. And further adds, when you ſpread forth your 
band's, I will hide mine eyes from you, when you make many 
Prayers I will not hear, 1. Vaiah. 

And why ſhould God rejeft what himſelf had ſo ftritly 
enjoyncd ? the Text tells us *'twas becauſe their hands were 
Full of Blood. 

God is a moſt holy God, and as Felineſs becometh his 
Fouſe, ſo much more his Worſhipers: He cannot behold Ini- 
quity,. eſpecially in his votaries; he cannot endure Prayers 
that proceed from prophane Lips ; to worſhip the moſt Holy 
God, and yer reſolve to live in a contradition to his Fexts- 


ſter and buffet him; 'tis a mocking of God to his face andis 


al Holineſs, and that Purity that he requires in his veraries, 
| P_ with the Jews of old, to bend the'Knee, and' cry hail Ma- 


the greateſt affront we can put upon hisimaculate Majeſty. 
Some of the more learned Heathens were ef opinion, that 
the Imitation of God was the beſt- worſhip of him ; 'tis moft 
certainly a very proper and neceſſary preparative to it; for 
unleſs ſomething of the 7 mage of God, of his vital Goodneſs 
Righteanſneſs and Holineſs be- drawn upon our Souls, as 
We ſhall nor ſee God fo as to enjoy him-bereafter ; fo neither 
are 


(-21 ,) | 

are we fic to addreſs unto him mow: 'For God will not 
. own us for his Children, nor give ear unto our Prayers, un: 
cls he fees ſomething of his own Features and Likeneſs in 
us; without this to call-upon his Holy Name is to-prophane 
IF, . 
And if ſuch people make Application to him, he will ſay 
to'them now, as he has declared he will at the laſt day, De- 
part from me ye workers of Iniquity, what haſt thou to do to 
take my Covenant in thy Mouth: Such-mock Worſhipcrs are 
more likely to awaken Gods Juſiice, than to obtain his 
Favour ; and thig (as Bias obſerves) the very Heathen was a- 
ware of, when in a Storm, he ſaid to ſome Debauched 
Fellows, Fold your peace, leaſt God ſhould knew ſuch wicked 
fellows ſailed here. 


Secondly, The next Qualification here mentioned, is 7o be 
without wrath, i, e. without any Anger or Malice, withour 
any Quarrels or Diſſentions; and it implies to be in Cha- 
rity with all Men, our very Enemzes not excepted. 


The Flames of Malice Hatred and Envy are ſtrange Fire 
To offer upon Gods Altar, who delights in a meek, humble 
and charitable -Spirit; And has commanded us to forgzve, 
'as we expeCt ſorgzvene/s; fo that in every Prayer of ours, we 
beg Gods Mercies and Compaſllionson condition of our own; 


condition of our forgivexeſs, or both, .Neither is this peculiar 


Fergive a we forgive ; which muſt imply either the meaſare, — 


'onely to the Lords Prayer, (as ſome imagine) for our Savi- 
our himſelf makes it the condition of al/ Prayer, when ye 
Rand praying forgive, and if ye do not forgive, neither will your 
Father forgive yeur Treſpaſſes. And after all theſe plain Decla- 
Tations, conſider whether he be ina fit 7emper to beg mercy 
"and pardon of God, that denys it to his Brother, and appears 

| G ag! belore 


( 22 ) | 
before God in the heats of Wrath and Poſey, in the Nead of 
thoſe of Love and Devetion? No ; this is not apreable tothe 
meek and humble Spirir of the Goſpel, *rie not a Temper that 
God loves, or can bear with in his Forartes ; bur expeAs and 
does in cfte& ſay toevery one that addreſſes to bis Throne , 
as 7 ſeph once faid to his Brethren, Te ſhall not ſee my face, ex- 
cept your Brother be with you. 


The laſt Qualification here mentioned, is, To Be without 
(Doutting) the word in the Original is* 414a0y:547 which ſome 
think to haye relation to the Wrath that was ſpoken of juſt 
before, and then as that fignifies Bloody mindedue/s and Ma- 
tice, Sc. ſothis will ſignify the Plotting axd Contriving of 
that wicked deſign, which wasbeſore in the mind anddefre 
And as Critiques obſerve, ſo the word is ſometimes uſed. 
And if we take it jn this ſenfe, we have already conſider'd ic 
under the former head. 


But if the word ſignifies as *cis tranflated in our Bibles, 

( without Doubting ) then it has relation to chat Faith and 

y Truſt in God, which is neceſſary in every worſhiper of thar 
infinitely Gracious and Omnipotent Being ; and is to the 

fame purpoſe with that of St. James, 1. Chap. the 5. 6. v. 

If any of you lack wiſdom let him ask of God, who giveth to all 

men liberally and uphr aideth not, and it ſhall be given him : but 

t him ask in faith, wothing wavering; for he that wavereth 

of is like « wave of the Sea, driven with the wind and toſſed : 

z. e. He that asks any thing of God, and miſtruſts cither 

his Power, his Goodneſs, or his Truth, is a wavering and un- 

ſtable Man, is in a perpetual tempeſt aad agitation of Mind, 

he knows not where to fix, nor whom to apply to, bur is 

rackt, berween Hope and Fear, and tofs'd ſrom one Reluge, 

from ons hold to another: And when the Storm of AMicti- 

Ons 
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ons and Perſecutions blows hard, and riſes high, rFe Anchoy 
of his Soul, not being ſure and fleadfaſt can't hold him; but 
he is apt to leave God, and berake himſelf to creature 
Dependances; and "tis no wonder that God forſakes him 
when he deſerts God, is wn/fable in all his ways, and wants 
that Qualification required by our Saviour, in the 1 12h. 
of St. Mark. 9. v. What things ſoever ye defire when ye Pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye ſhall have them: 3. e 
ſo far as God ſees them fir and neceſlary for us; and 
he that comes to God without this Faith and Aſſurance, 
does effronet his Power, his Goodneſs or his Truth, 
and juſtly deſerves to meet with that Negle& or Repulle 
which he ſeared: For, as St. James obſerves, Such a man 
muſt not think, that he fhall receive any thing of the Lord : 
x. James 7. 


And thus now I have confider'd the Obligations to, the 
Advantages of, and the qualifications for Family Prayer ; 
ſo far as my Text gave me occaſion to diſcourſe of 
them. | © 
And oh now that I could as eaſily engage all Pares/s and 
Mafters, to the Conſcientious Prattice of this Duty, as F 
have proved the neceſſity and advantages of it. Whar:. 
happy Days , What Religious Families, What Holy Con- 
gregations might we not hope to fee > And truly if ever 
we expett to fee Religion and Yirtue take firm Root and 
Flourith in our World, next every Mans beginning a Refor- 
mation at his own Heart, his ſecond carc muſt be that of his 
Family ; for the firſt Seeds of Virtue or Vice are ſown 
here, and we may affure our ſelyes that it Piety does not be- 
gin at our Fewſes, Fudgment will, according to Gods threat 
by his Prophet : Pour eut thy Fury upon the Fleathen, and up- 
om the Families that call not on thy Name ; where, as the 
Prophet 


Y 
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Prophet ranks them with Feathers, fohe deſlinguiſhes them 
not in the ſurious judgment that ſha!ll be poured out upon 
them, ſo that if we had any true Love for our felves, a- 
ny real concers for our Children, or any juſt valve for 
God's Favour and © ProteCtion, and did ſeriouſly weigh all 
theſe, we would not, nay, we could not, upon any terms 
-live in the conftant negle& of this moſt neceflary Duty, 
(asI fear too many among us do ) | 


There are three things I would earneſtly recommend to 
you, as the moſt efficacious of any Ican think of, for the 
ſuppreſſing of Sin, - and the Promotion of true Religion and 
Virtue. And theſe are, 


1ſt. Conſtant Family Prayer and Tnſtruftion. 


2dly, a Strict and Religious Obſervation of the Lords 
Day. And 


3dly, Frequent Communions: For the conſcientious dif- 
charpe of theſe, will fo ſeaſon and poſſeſs the heart with 
the Principles of Virtue and Religion, and lay ſuch power- 
full reſtraints upon the Conſcience, that it will not be eaſy 
for any man to-break through all theſe to his fin. And1I 
muſt defire you to Remember, that the foundation of the 
ewo latter is laid in the Conſcientious Diſcharge of the for- 
mer. A Religions Care of our Families being the foundati- 
on Stone upon which we mult raiſe the whole Spiritnal Sper: 
ſtrufture : And wiil not onely Qualify, but ſtrongly incline us 
to the conſcientious obſervance of all the Dutics of Relzgion; 
for our Children and our Servants while young and tender, 
are like Clay in the hands of a Potter, an&'we may mould 
them'into what form we pleaſe, and the ſhape we m_ 
chem 
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them to now is likelicſt to grow. up and continue with them; 


So that if we now put the Byaſs of Religion upon their hearts, 


and train them up in the way they ſhould walk in, in all likely- 
hood, when , they, are old,. they will net depart from it; but 
whether they do or. .no, Whateyer, becomes of them, whe- 
ther they-wzl! hear, or whether they will forbear, we ſhall be 
ſureto reap great benefit to our ſelves by our Religions Care, 
we ſhall be ſure to Deliver our own Souls by the Fichſul diſ- 
charge of this our Duty. And bleſſed is that Servant whom 
his Lord when he cometh fhall find ſo doing. 


All that T ſhall add is earneſtly to beſeech all Governours 
of Families who have lived in the conſtant omiſſion of this 
Duty, that they would, if not for Geds fake, yet at lea(t 
for their own, ſadly and ſeriouſly confider, how much Sin 
and Miſery, in all likelyhood, they have been the fatal occa- 
ſion of. How many Children and Servants have been, or 
ro =. to be undone for ever by this their deplorable ne- 
glect. 


And with this conſideration to poſſeſs their hearts with 
ſuch ſhame and ſorrow for their paſt omiſſions of this kind, 
as may work in them @ Repentance not to be repented of, and 
create in them a firm Reſolution that neither the temptations 
"of the Devil, nor the love of the world, nor the careleſneſs 


ſrom it, or ſhake their Reſolution punCtually and conic. 
entiouſly to diſcharge it ever aſter. 

But as the Holy Scripture takes notice that Fob offer'd 
Burnt Offerings for his Sons continually, When amidſt the 
danger of Sin and Temptation in their Feaſting, fo ſhould e- 
very good Man conſtantly offer up the Sacrifices of Prayers 

H and 


or deadneſs of their own wicked hearts ſhall divert them 


* 
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and Thabkipiving with his Children and his whote Family; 
fot we are expoſed to many Dangers and Temptations of 
All kinds; and rherefore as we have preat need of che Grace 
#hd Aſſiſtance of Heaven to protet and firenpthen vs, fo we 
ſhould not fail earneſtly. and conftantly to defire it, nor 
Humbly and duly, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, with whoſe 
Yord F ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe) r» #»w rbe Xvees 20 the - 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, of whom the whole Family in 
#%teaven ant{ Earth is named, (3. ce.) to be the one univerſal 4 
Church of Chriſt; - tha? he wild grant anno” us wccording to 
the Riches of his Glery to be Rrengthned with might by his Spji- 
Tit th the inver man, that Chriſt tay dwell 'w var Hearts by 
Ftith, that we Being roct:d and- grounded in Ivve may Be ft 
led with afl rhe Yulneſs of God | 


' "Notv to Lim That Is able to ds excettingly abundantly above- 
all that wt ask ir think, according to the power that worketh in 
ws; untd im be Tlory in the Churches by Chit Jeſs rhrough- 4 |» 
out all Ages, werld without end. Amen. 


